Considering the increasing number of patients with diabetes mellitus and about 1% of the diabetic population being thought to have point mutation of a mitochondrial gene in different races, 1 the importance in mitochondrial cardiomyopathy due to mitochondrial gene mutation has been more strongly recognised. This type of mitochondrial diabetes, which is called maternally inherited diabetes and deafness, is characterised by deafness in more than 60%, 2 cognitive impairment, and heart failure, though generally long after the onset of diabetes.
Learning points
▸ About 1% of the diabetic populations have point mutation of mitochondrial gene. ▸ Mitochondrial cardiomyopathy is one of differential diagnoses if patients had deafness, cognitive impairment and diabetes. ▸ Vacant mitochondria and other structural abnormalities were observed in mitochondrial cardiomyopathy. 
